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Weedie Braimah is a young premiere master of the djembe. He began his career at the early age of two, born in Ghana, where he was first  introduced to West African culture and drumming. In East St. Louis, which is considered home for Braimah, he began his life long quest and professional career in the study of cultural music of the diasporas.  A maverick performer of the highest caliber, Braimah has an almost insatiable knack to draw the entire audience into his grove, zigzagging through Africa on a breathtaking rhythmic roller coaster.
 Braimah comes from a long lineage of musicians; including his mother, a respected jazz drummer and his father, a world renowned composer and master drummer. Having studied with the greats such as Mamady Keita, Famadou Konate, Abdoul Doumbia, and Fadouba Oulare just to name a few, it was no surprise that Braimah excelled musically and became well known on the drum and dance circuit. Braimah has been a performer, teacher and preserver of African culture for over 20 years and continues to peruse new musical journeys every day.
 In this workshop the focused will be on the djembe and dunun drums. These drums come from the Manding ethnic group of West Africa. The first djembe was acknowledged by King Sunjata Keita in the 1400’s. This goblet shaped drum, constructed of wood, goat skin and rope, later became one of the most popular instruments known around the world. However, no djembe orchestra is complete without the strong accompaniment of the dununs. Dununs are a set of three drum; the kenkeni, the sangban, and the dundunba, which range from highest to lowest. These three drums, played with sticks and bells, hold the melody and timing of the rhythms. 
Students will be taught the history, geography, and techniques that apply for each rhythm learned. During the sessions the students will get an understanding of the culture and reasoning behind the rhythms. The main objective in this workshop is to encourage cooperative team work and leadership skills. In this course, the students will be taught to convert any negative energy in a positive skill through music. This course is great for urban students who can also get a better understanding of their heritage and the traditions of their ancestors. Braimah creates a stimulating and fun learning environment that is sure to hold the attention of anyone involved. 
